United States Department of the Interior k"

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS -‘“

Great Plains Regional Office

115 Fourth Aveaue S E. Suite 400 TAKE PRIDE.
Aberdeen, South Dakota 57401 iMANQ ERICA
IN REPLY RELER TO:
DESCRM 2% 209
MC-208 SEP 2
MEMORANDUM
TO: Superintendent, Fort Berthold Agency

FROM: Regional Director, Great Plains Region W/%

SUBJECT:  Supplemental to Environmental Assessment

A Categorical Exclusion has been completed in compliance with the regulations of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended. The proposed Supplemental
Categorical Exclusion is for information tiering off of an existing Environmental Assessment for
Dakota-3 E &P Company, LLC, and authorizes two additional wells on the Mandan 13-14H well
pad. No new surface disturbances will be associated with the proposed action.

All the necessary requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act have been completed.
Attached for your files is a copy of the Categorical Exclusion.

If you have any questions, please call Marilyn Bercier, Regional Environmental Scientist,
Division of Environment, Safety and Cultural Resources Management, at (605) 226-7656.

Attachment

cc: Tex Hall, Three Affiliated Tribes (with attachment)
Elgin Crows Breast, THPO (with attachment)
Derek Enderud, BLM, Dickinson, ND (with attachment)
Todd Hartleben, Carlsonmccain (with attachment)
Jeffrey Hunt, Fort Berthold Agency
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EXCEPTION CHECKLIST FOR BIA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS

Project: Authorize Two Exploratory Wells on the at the Mandan 13-14H well pad. Additional wells will
be named Mandan 13-14HD and Mandan 13-14HB.

Date: September 19, 2011

Nature of Proposed Action:_Is to authorize Dakota-3 E&P Company, LLC (D-3 E&P) to drill two
horizontal oil and sas wells at an existing well site (Mandan 13-14HD, and Mandan 13-14HB). There
will be no_additional surface disturbance to the well pad or access road as the result of drilling two
additional_wells_from previous approved location. This document is tiered to an Environmental
Assessment: Zenergy Operating Company, LLC, D-3 Adam Good Bear #15-22H, D-3 Mandan #13-
14H.D-3 Skunk Creek #1-12H. December, 2009

Exclusion category and number: S16 DM 10.5 F (1) |

Evaluation of Exceptions to use of Categorical Exclusion: |

1. This action would have significant adverse
effects on public health or safety. No X Yes

2. This action would have an adverse effect
on unique geographical features, such as
wetlands, wild or scenic rivers, refuges,
floodplains, rivers placed on nationwide
river inventory, or prime or unique farmlands. No_X Yes

3. The action will have highly controversial
environmental effects. No_ X Yes

4. The action will have highly uncertain |
environmental effects or involve unique or |
unknown environmental risks. No_ X Yes

5. This action will establish a precedent
for future actions. No_ X Yes

6. This action is related to other actions with
individually insignificant, but cumulatively
significant environmental effects. No__ X Yes

7. This action will affect properties listed or
eligible for listing in the National Register
of Historic Places. No_ X Yes



Categorical Exclusion

8. This action will affect a species listed, or
proposed to be listed as endangered or
threatened.

9. This action threatens to violate federal, state,
tocal or tribal law or requirements imposed for
protection of the environment.

10. This action will have a disproportionately
high and adverse effect on low income or
minority populations.

11. This action will limit access to, and
ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on
federal lands by Indian religious
practitioners, or significantly adversely
affect the physical integrity of such
sacred sites.

12, This action will contribute to the
introduction, continued existence, or
spread of noxious weeds or non-native
invasive species known to occur in the
area, or may promote the introduction,
growth, or expansion of the range of such
species.

No

Yes

A “yes” to any of the above exceptions will require that an EA be prepared.

NEPA Action---CE_ X = EA

Preparer’s Name and Title: Jeffrey Davis, Environmental Protection Specialist

Regiogal Archeologist Concurrence with Item 7 \ MWZM 7)‘” ,777
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I1PROPOSED LOCATION:
{MANDAN #13-14HC,

LEGEND: DAKOTA-3 E&P COMPANY, LL.C
& DISPOSAL WELLS 2 WATER WELLS N MANDAN #13-14HC, #13-14HD & #13-14HB
@ PRODUCING WELLS -§- ABANDONED WELLS SECTION 13, T150N, R93W, 5th P.M.
+ SHUT IN WELLS -@- TEMPORARILY ABANDONED NE 1/4 SE 1/4 & SE 1/4 NE 1/4
Uintah Engineering & Land Surveying TOPOGRAPHIC|T11112109
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